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On a moonless night just weeks after September 11, 2001, U.S. Special Forces team ODA 574

infiltrates the mountains of southern Afghanistan with a seemingly impossible mission: to foment a

tribal revolt and force the Taliban to surrender. Armed solely with the equipment they can carry on

their backs, shockingly scant intelligence, and their mastery of guerrilla warfare, Captain Jason

Amerine and his men have no choice but to trust their only ally: a little-known Pashtun statesman

named Hamid Karzai who has returned from exile and is being hunted by the Taliban as he travels

the countryside raising a militia. The Only Thing Worth Dying For chronicles the most important

mission in the early days of the Global War on Terror, when the men on the ground knew little about

the enemy - and their commanders in Washington knew even less. With unprecedented access to

surviving members of ODA 574, key war planners, and Karzai himself, award-winning author Eric

Blehm cuts through the noise of politicians and high-level military officials to narrate, for the first

time, a story of uncommon bravery and terrible sacrifice, intimately exposing the realities of

unconventional warfare and nation-building in Afghanistan that continue to shape the region today.
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This is a very enjoyable, vintage Reacher adventure. It starts well, slows a bit in the middle, but then

picks up with a high body count towards the end. The plot is pleasingly complex and all the strands

are sewn up neatly and logically by the end.It kicks off shortly after 61 Hours. Yes Reacher is alive,

although you won't find out how he survived until about a third of the way through. This is a

standalone story rather than a continuation of the plot in the previous book.Reacher is in rural



Nebraska. He's on his way to Virginia and only intends to stop for a night, when he is drawn into

what initially looks like a domestic dispute but ends up being something much bigger. The town is

under the control of a very unpleasant family called the Duncans, who own a transportation

company. The local farmers are dependent on the company and therefore live in fear of them. The

Duncans have an important shipment coming in, which has been delayed. This is causing problems

for their customer and for the customers of their customer. Consequently a food chain of

increasingly nasty villains gets involved, with lots of double crossing and mind games going on. Tied

into all this somehow is the mystery of a local girl who disappeared 25 years ago and whose body

has never been found.The setting adds a lot to the tension. Reacher needs to hide in a flat and

empty landscape where a man can be seen a mile away, with the locals unwilling to help a

stranger.There is one section in the middle that reminded me of Nothing To Lose, with its endless

trudging around small town Colorado in the dark, but this lull was temporary and the momentum

picked up quickly again. I also liked the way that Lee Child incorporates Reacher's physical

limitations. Reacher is no genius this time around: his deductions are logical and he misses a

couple of pretty obvious tricks. All in all, it's another nail biting installment in a terrific series.

I've read a lot of books in this particular genre, and this is the first time I've been compelled to post a

review--the book was THAT good. While sticking to the historical facts as to the events which

transpired in the build up to and initial invasion of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, Eric Blehm

presents a fascinating page-turner. I absolutely couldn't put the book down, and at times had to

remind myself I was reading a non-fiction book. If you're interested in how low-level, tactical leaders

in our armed forces truly influence the nations of the world, this is a must-read. Blehm clearly did his

homework and must've conducted hours of interviews with the surviving members of ODA-574, as

his insight and account of the harrowing ordeal read as if I was there with them. Read this book--you

won't be disappointed.

As a reader addicted to military history and accounts of warriors who have actually fought the

battles, I am blown away by this book. The author has done exhaustive research and portrays the

events that took place with this SF team with very detailed descriptions of technology, tactics,

mission planning all as if these men were friends of yours. Eric Blehm takes you inside their lives,

their personal conflicts and triumphs, and let's you understand how men can do exceptional things

with exceptional commitment to their mission and themselves! The men under Captain Jason

Amerine depict why the Green Berets and their other SF brothers are capable of overcoming



adversity that couldn't be planned for through constant preparation and unwavering committment.

Given the ability to think on their feet and to take action as required when required time after time. I

couldn't put this book down. I encourage you to pick this book up, strap yourself in, and be prepared

to feel tired, dirty, sweaty, and completely exhausted as SF Team ODA 574 accomplish great things

under the leadership of a young captain who believes in his men and trusts them to protect each

other...and Hamid Karzai, from the Taliban and the 11th century tribal system inside of Afghanistan

that could become a civil war destroying everything.My heart felt thanks to the men and women of

our armed forces and to those capable of earning selection into the special forces. You truly stand

above the average man...and I'm glad you do!Now it's time to pick up more Eric Blehm...he is a

wonderful author.

Great fun!Not only is this good vintage-style Jack Reacher, it is among the stronger books of this

excellent series. The writing is tight, the pacing is excellent, the characters are fleshed out and

believable. The cascade of events leading to the inevitable transition to violence happens in a

measured, gripping, and believable fashion.Some of Lee Child's books stand out more than others.

This is true for any prolific writer. "Worth dying For" is among the best of the Jack Reacher novels.

Familiar readers will likely recapture the thrill and suspense that drew them into Mr. Child's works in

the first place. New ones will be in for a unique treat.Jack Reacher, as a character, displays

refreshing ruthlessness in this book. Mr. Child's uniquely practical lessons in the application of

violence are both informative and entertaining.Finally, the underlying mystery of the situation unfolds

in a creeping, and creepy, progression. The clues add up, the circumstances evolve, and readers

will likely suspect the truth bit by bit, right alongside the protagonist.Read this book when you have

some time - it is a page turner that will keep you up late.
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